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I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia.

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

I continue to monitor the conference
reports.

I was talking to Chairman CONAWAY
just this week, along with his counter-
parts over in the Senate. They are
making progress. But as we know, I
was hopeful that the first minibus,
that we could have voted on that
today. But I do think the conference
will finish up for us to be able to vote
on that next week.

So as these come together, as soon as
they are done, I would like to be able
to vote and finish as much business as
we can before the end of the year.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for that observation.

My presumption, therefore, is, if the
conference cannot come to agreement,
I would presume that we would have an
extension on those three bills and oth-
ers that might need that. Is that accu-
rate?

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia.

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for his question.

I do not want to slow the conference
for their work and others, but I would
like to see us finish that. And, of
course, we do not want those items to
expire, so we would deal with that at
the appropriate time. But as of now, if
we can solve them and vote for the con-
tinuation, I would take that up first.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for the information.

I yield back the balance of my time.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF RICHARD M. DEVOS

(Mr. HUIZENGA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, it was
with a heavy heart yesterday that we
learned of the passing of Richard M.
DeVos, Sr.

Rich, along with his wife, Helen, who
passed away in October of 2017, dedi-
cated their lives to transforming west
Michigan and making our community
an even greater place to call home.
Frankly, it is hard to imagine what
west Michigan would look like without
Richard DeVos and his leadership.

Through his philanthropic activities,
Rich led by example. He put a premium
on supporting educational institutions
across west Michigan, such as Grand
Rapids Christian High School, Calvin
College, and Grand Valley State Uni-
versity.

He was equally passionate about west
Michigan residents having access to
high-quality, specialized medical care.

He also worked to enrich the arts
across Michigan, including by sup-
porting his grandson, Rick, in estab-
lishing ArtPrize, which has opened up
so many opportunities for Grand Rap-
ids.
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He was also very involved with many
projects at Hope College in Holland,
Michigan. Generally, anything that
helped make the community thrive,
Rich was fully behind.

As significant as those achievements
are, his impact on west Michigan’s
economy was even greater and simply
cannot be understated. Through his
business sense, passion, and servant’s
heart, he created economic opportuni-
ties for countless west Michigan resi-
dents.

Despite his monumental influence,
Rich was as approachable and down to
earth as they come. Rich generally
cared about his community and the
people he shared it with.

Thank you for all you have done for
west Michigan, Rich; and while your
legacy will live on, know that your
leadership and friendship will be deeply
missed.

Rest well, Rich. Rest well, knowing
you ran a race well done.

———
UPDATE THE EQIP PROGRAM

(Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. Mr.
Speaker, as the farm bill conference
committee begins their negotiations, I
rise today to urge conferees to include
a provision important to Delaware
farmers.

Many of our farmers utilize cost
share programs under the Environ-
mental Quality Incentives Program,
known as EQIP. The program provides
growers with funds to make necessary
farm improvements, while also miti-
gating environmental risks.

Farmers know what they need. They
should be able to access these funds
when they anticipate a problem, not
after one has cropped up. That is why,
this morning, I join my Delaware col-
leagues, Senators CARPER and COONS,
in urging the farm bill conference com-
mittee to include updates to the EQIP
program so farmers can get access to
the funds sooner, reducing their costs
and environmental footprint, while
promoting stewardship of our cherished
farmland.

Tweaking the EQIP program may
seem like a small change, but it pro-
duces big wins for Delaware’s farmers
and our environment. I urge my col-
leagues to include this language in the
conference report.

SPEAK OUT AGAINST THE
ATROCITIES IN SYRIA

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to continue to speak out against the
atrocities being committed in Syria by
the brutal dictator, Assad, and his evil
collaborators and coconspirators, Rus-
sia and Iran.
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I commend President Trump for tak-
ing a stand against the reckless attack
on Idlib province and the tens of thou-
sands who could be killed.

I am proud of the work that Arkan-
sans are doing in Syria, particularly in
Idlib province, on behalf of the Syrian
people. Through the work of the Syrian
Emergency Task Force, led by a Syrian
American, an Arkansan, Mouaz
Moustafa, Arkansans are directly sup-
porting the reopening of a Kkinder-
garten and women’s center in Idlib
province.

I am especially concerned about the
tragic consequences and loss of life
that an assault, particularly a chem-
ical weapons assault, on Idlib will have
on this vital kindergarten and work for
women there.

I stand in support of the President’s
recent message but call on him to
strengthen his resolve against Assad’s
brutal actions and to continue to sup-
port the innocent Syrian people.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF ZEBEDEE STRONG

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and legacy of
Zebedee ‘‘Zeb’’ Strong.

Zeb was from Kilgore, Texas, and was
raised on a cattle farm down in the oil-
fields there. But when he came to Ar-
lington and settled in that city, he left
a strong legacy.

He worked at his alma mater, which
was the University of Texas at Arling-
ton, known as UTA, for 25 years. As di-
rector of multicultural services and re-
cruitment, he really embodied the spir-
it of the UTA campus. He served as an
adviser for over 40 student organiza-
tions and mentored so many students.

Zeb was someone whom I first met
when I was a congressional staffer back
in the 1990s, and he was someone who
really helped me out a lot as I was be-
ginning my career in that field.

He was also dedicated and committed
to volunteer work at Big Brothers &
Big Sisters, and he was also one of the
individuals who was really the driving
force behind starting an African Amer-
ican studies program at UTA.

He was also one of the founders of the
Arlington African American Chamber
of Commerce and the Arlington chap-
ter of the NAACP.

My prayers and condolences go out to
his four children and his wife, Sheri,
who lost Zeb unexpectedly.

But I want the family and friends of
Zeb Strong to know that he was such a
uniting force. If you walked around the
campus of UTA at any moment, any-
one, from any background, would come
up to Zeb and they would feel like Zeb
was their best friend because that was
just the type of gentleman that he was.

My prayers, again, go out to the fam-
ily.
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